
 

 

Fellowship Baptist Church, October 25, 2015, AM 

Message: “Return unto God”—Malachi 3:7 (Jeremiah 35:12-17) 

 

INTORDUCTION: 400 years before the coming of Christ Malachi pleaded with God’s people to 

return to Him (389 B.C.).  100 years before Malachi, Zechariah pleaded for them to return to the 

Lord (489 B.C.).  Just before the 70 years of captivity Jeremiah pleaded with Israel to return to 

the Lord (600 B.C.).   

 

The Jeremiah passage: There are consequences for disobedience.—v. 17 

The Malachi passage: The call to return continually goes out. 

Two questions are proposed: 

 1.  When do we need to return to God? 

 2.  How do we return to God? 

 

I.  We need to return to God when: 

 A.  When we no longer give honor Him.—Mal. 1:6 

When worship is mundane…we give half-hearted service.—Rev. 2:4  

  When worship becomes cold and ritualistic. 

 B.  When our testimony has lost its witness.—Mal. 2:6-8 (Matt. 5:13-16) 

 C.  When we begin to accept evil as good.—Mal. 2:17 (Rom. 12:9) 

D.  When we value material things more than spiritual things.—Mal. 3:8 

 1.  Covetousness—Matt. 6:33; Heb. 13:5 

  2.  Love not the world.—I John 2:157 

 E.  When we have unconfessed sin.—I John 1. 

  1.  Sin blocks the spiritual blessings. 

  2.  Sin breaks fellowship. 

 

II.  We return to God by:  “Return unto Me.”[ 

 A.  Repenting of sin. 

  1.  Repentance is a turning from and a turning to. 

   a.  The greatest explanation of repentance is in Ezekiel 18 (18:27-28; 31). 

   a.  Repentance is a change in direction. 

   b.  Repentance is a change in thinking. 

  2.  Repentance is not just feeling sorrow for sin.—II Cor. 7:9-10 

  3.  One of the greatest examples of repentance is the prodigal son.—Luke 15 

 B.  Confessing of sin.—I John 1:9 

  1.  Confession is identifying the sin. 

  2.  Not making excuses for sin. 

  3.  Acknowledging the sin as sin. 

 C.  Claiming the forgiveness found in Christ. 

 D.  Moving on to perfection.—Heb. 6:1 (Get back to worshiping and serving.) 

 

CONCLUSION:  The text: Mal. 3:7 

  The promise: Return unto God and He will return unto you.  

 God will be found right where you left Him. 

 You left God He did not leave you! 


